
What kind of educational system had the now-defunct German Democratic Republic 
(GDR), the communist nation better known throughout the decades of the Cold War 
as East Germany (1949-89)? Relatively little-known in the West, the GDR was chiefly 
recognized (and often reviled) for erecting the Berlin Wall and topping the Olympic 
medal standings. But the GDR educational system possesses interest beyond its fabled 
sports machine.  The system was rooted in communist ideology--and East German 
Communists had a much more difficult ideological task than socialists and communists 
elsewhere in Europe. As we shall see, East German leftists had to “win the minds” of 
the populace and cope with the poisonous pedagogy and deep psychosocial legacy 
of Nazism.
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